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Bolon® Green, an environmental initiative at the cutting edge

Bolon, the Swedish design company, the world leader in woven vinyl flooring, aims to be able to offer a completely environmentally adapted and climate-neutral product. As part of the Bolon® Green initiative, there is now a revolutionary plasticiser. Thus, Bolon will be the first flooring enterprise in the world to switch to using plasticisers consisting of 100 % renewable raw material, with their origin in the plant kingdom. The plasticiser will be included in the new 2010 Botanic collection and it is Bolon's goal to have it in all the products in its entire product range.
"Bolon is driven by the ambition to lead from the front; to never stand still. With Bolon® Green, we now aim to offer unique products - in terms of design as well as the environment," says Annica Eklund, Managing Director of Bolon. 

Bolon® Green is a strategic objective where our aim is to be able to offer a product that is completely adapted to the environment and climate neutral. Our ongoing work to meet this objective includes an extensive programme focused on increased recycling – not only with waste from production processes, but also by repurchasing surplus materials from other producers. The innovative plasticiser is a further major stride in this process and it has been made possible by close collaboration with universities and colleges and the rapid adaptation of the latest research to industrial production. The Bolon® Green initiative also affects our partners and suppliers – Bolon cooperates only with those who can live up to the high requirements we set. Bolon's woven vinyl flooring is based on raw material from production units which have adopted the voluntary measures in the VINYL 2010** programme. 

"In order to make our customers feel secure, we use independent third-party certifications. In addition to the ISO 14001 certification, which we have held since 1999, Bolon's products were FloorScore-certified*** in 2009," concludes Torbjörn Klaesson, Technical Manager at Bolon.

* ISO 14001 is an international standard for quality-assured environmental work that is based on continuous improvement. The standard, which has been in existence since 1996, requires independent auditors to review the environmental work every 12 months.
** Vinyl 2010 is an industry initiative in sustainable development. Vinyl 2010 both organises and finances the work on managing and following up on the European PVC industry's voluntary measures. It is a 10-year plan for developing PVC material for a sustainable society by improving production processes and products, investing in new technology, reducing emissions and waste, and increasing collection and recycling. Vinyl 2010 has been recognised as a sustainable development cooperation partner by the UN Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) since October 2004. 
*** The U.S. flooring industry uses this label as a basis of assessing compliance with the increasingly accepted LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) green building rating system, which encourages sustainable, environmentally-responsible and resource-efficient construction.
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The Swedish flooring company, Bolon, was founded in 1949. The family firm is owned and operated by sisters Annica and Marie Eklund, the third generation of Eklunds to own the company. From its origins as a traditional manufacturer of woven flooring, the company has developed into an internationally-successful design company, with a focus on superior quality innovative flooring. Bolon was the first company in the world to produce woven vinyl floor coverings, and has always designed all of its floors itself. The unique way in which the flooring is produced, together with its range of design options, has created tremendous international interest in the product. It looks like a textile floor covering, yet it has all the practical advantages of vinyl flooring, particularly when it comes to long life and maintenance. 
The products are sold in more than 30 countries today. Bolon’s customers include such well-known companies as Armani, Dolce & Gabbana, Lacoste, and Sheraton, and such high-profile architects and designers as Tom Dixon, Jean Nouvel and Renzo Piano. All Bolon floors are produced for public environments, with a focus on hotels, shops and offices. They meet all the stringent standards for fire safety, wear and durability, sound insulation, etc. 
Bolon has been implementing a progressive and inclusive environmental improvement programme in all areas of its operations for many years. Bolon works continuously to update its products to meet the stringent environmental requirements of the market. Bolon has been certified to ISO 14001 Environmental Management Standard since 1999. Please visit www.bolon.com to find out more about Bolon® Green.
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